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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT SUMMARY

Western Electroplating Company July 1985
820 West Esther Street
Long Beach, CA 90813

Preparer: Richard Brausch
Toxic Substances Control Division
Southern California Section
(213) 620-2380

History and Problem;

This site was first occupied in 1940 by an electric motor repair shop.
There is no information available to indicate the name of the company or
any other specific practices or processes.

In 1951, Western Electroplating Company began operating on this site.
They operated a chrome electroplating facility. Wastes included neutralized
acid solutions and clarifier sludges. These were regularly removed to a
disposal site. The wastewater was regularly tested for disposal into
the Los Angeles County industrial sewer. None of these tests showed the
effluent over the standards. These processes continued through 1984.

In 1984, a fire destroyed the interior of the facility. In fighting the
fire, the fire department spilled the acid and caustic solutions. These
entered the sewer system, but were contained at a pumping station and later,
legally disposed of. Since then, the site has been vacant, and the only
equipment remaining is the three-stage clarifier, which is underground.

Recommendation:

No evidence of on-site disposal of hazardous wastes has been found in
regulatory agency records. Though spillage of toxic materials occurred
at the time of the fire, there is evidence that this situation was miti-
gated. Staff recommends no further action under the Abandoned Site Assess
ment program.

A copy of this P.A. will be provided to the City of Long Beach Department
of Environmental Health.
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
Region 9

Preparer's Name Richard Brausch Date July 1985

1. Site I.D. Number

2. Site Name

3. Site Location

4. County

5. Owner .(Address &
Telephone No.)

6. Operator (Address
& Telephone No.)

7. Type of Ownership

8. Status

9. Source Activity

SOURCE

ILC/2/A

California Dept. of
Health Services (DOHS)
Abandoned Site Project
.(ASP) , Solid Waste Infor
mation System (SWIS) ,
Form 8015 01-05-82

DOHS, ASP, SWIS Form
8026, 01-05-82

Same as #2

Los Angeles County Tax
Assessor 07-08-85

DOHS, Abandoned Site
Assessment Program
(ASAP) Industrial Waste

Same as #5

DOHS, ASAP, Drive-by,
Brausch/Wood, 05-31-85

a) Same as #6

b) Long Beach City

INFORMATION

Qt$dO* 'f°l i/_T

Western Electroplating Company

820 West Esther Street
Long Beach, CA 90813

Los Angeles County

Western Electroplating Company
1000 S. Petrolia Avenue
Compton, CA 90221
(213) 639-9490

Western Electroplating Company
1000 S. Petrolia Avenue
Compton, CA 90221
(213) 639-9490

Private

Inactive

1951-1984: Chrome Electroplating

1940-1951: Electric Motor Repair

Planning 03-01-85

EPA-IX-FORM 890 1/18/83
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
Region 9

Preparer's Name Richard Brausch Date July 1985

SOURCE INFORMATION

10. Years of Operation a) Same as #8 1984 - present: vacant

b) Same as #6 1951-1984: Western Electroplating
Company

c) Same as #9 (b) 1940-1951: Electric motor repair
company

11. Facility Type a) Los Angeles County 1951-1984: sump, 3 stage clarifier

b) Same as # 9 (b) 1940-1951: none documented

12. Waste Type and
Description

Same as #6 Western Electroplating: acid
sludge, plating sludge and
solution

EPA-IX-FORM 890 1/18/83
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT

13. Contacts:

F. Banales, Senior Sanitarian, Long Beach Environmental Health (213) 427-7421

R.D. Deforest, production Manager, Western Electroplating (213) -639-9490

14. Incidents:

05-25-84 Fire, responded to by Long Beach Fire Department, interior of
facility destroyed, all plating solutions spilled, later contained
and subsequently removed.

15. Inspections:

05-31-85: ASAP Drive-by, Brausch/Wood, Site currently vacant.

05-25-84: Long Beach Environmental Health, acid and caustic contamination
of site due to fire cleaned up shortly after.

03-22-83 ASP Drive-by, RP/SS, site active.

16. Enforcement History:

None documented.

17. a, Initial recommendation for further action:

No evidence of on-site disposal of hazardous wastes has been found in regu-
latory agency files. Though spillage of toxic materials occurred at the time of
the fire, there is evidence that this situation was mitigated. Staff recom-
mends no further action under the Abandoned Site Assessment Program.

A copy of this P. A. will be provided to the City of Long Beach Department
of Environmental Health.

'to i/s^es- a

j /'to. /7. a.

to flfa l,ftO/ S<P

EPA-IX-FORM 890A
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19.

20,

21.

22.

23.

24. :

25.

26.

!
27.

28.

29.

30.

Observed Release

Depth to Aquifer

Net Precipitation

Met seas, rainfall

Evaporation

Permeability of
Unsaturated Zone

Physical State

Containment
(Ground Water)

Toxicity

Persistence

Waste Quantity

Ground Water Use

Distance to Well

Population Served
(by Ground Water)

SOURCE INFORMATION

•

EPA-IX-FORM 890B 1/18/83
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Address

City, Zip L*m* 309) 13

Map #

Kap coord.

SIC

SITE DRIVE-BY ("2102")

1. Status

2. Setting

3. Waste

f. Waste
Contain
ment

5- Misc.

6. Map

a. Active ( X ,
Inactive D\^

.a. Urban (/$
Suburban ( )
Rural ( )

a. Group 1 ( )
Group 2 ( )
Group 3 ( )

a. Pond ( )
Sump ( )
Pit ( )

b. Piled ( )'
Scattered ( )

b. Different company ( )

b. Residential ( )
Commercial ( )
Industrial
Other ( )

c. Near: RE tracks
Drainage ( )
Freeway ( )
Other ( )

b. Liquid'( )
Sludge ( )
Solid ( )
Other ( )

Drums/Bbls ( )
Pails/Cans ( )
Dumpster ( )
Trash cans ( )
Boxes/Pallets ( )
Bags/Sacks ( )
Tanks ( )
Vehicles ( )
Other ( )

c. Undetermined ( )
None visible ( )

To: Ground ( )
Paving ( )
Drain ( )
Other ( )

a. Odors

b. Topography

c. Vegetation

d. Site observability

A graphic site description. In addition to the above categories, describe/
comment on the following: Buildings, Paving, Storage (other than waste mater-
ials), Security, Vacant Areas, and Housekeeping. Don't forget to identify
streets, landmarks, directions, etc.

V

7. EVALUATION a. Possible abandoned site ( )

b. No problem ("2110") ( )

do/ei:

c. ASP follow-up ( ):

d. Referral ( ) to:

Date

Name
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